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2 new mayors: Suarez, Gelber 


Both win by large margins — and are sons of mayors 
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Francis Suarez, center, is surrounded by family and friends as he greets his supporters at 
the victory party at the Omni Hilton in Miami on Tuesday. 


Miami's new, homegrown mayor 
has a ‘mandate’ and a big agenda 


BY DAVID SMILEY AND DOUG HANKS 
dsmiley@miamiherald.com 


After an eight-year breather from ambi- 
tious plans and metropolitan agendas, 
Miami has put its faith in a new, young 
mayor and political scion eager to get 
moving on a big agenda. 

Voters on Tuesday elected City Com- 
missioner Francis Suarez as the 34th 
mayor of Miami, choosing the 40-year- 
old Carlton Fields attorney and son of a 
former mayor and embracing his talk of a 
new vision and generation of leadership 
for the capital of the Americas. 

A huge favorite over an underwhelming 
field, Suarez unofficially netted about 86 
percent of the vote. 

His victory never in doubt, he strolled 
onto a stage at the Omni Hilton on Bis- 
cayne Boulevard around 8:30 p.m. with 
his father, pregnant wife and son, An- 


drew, and spoke about a mission backed 
by a voter mandate. Four years after 
stumbling in his challenge of 70-year-old 
incumbent Tomas Regalado, the son of 
Miami’s first Cuban-born mayor declared 
his victory a mandate © wore ise — 
for passing Miami’s 
leadership to a new 
generation. 

“The voters who cast 
a ballot in today’s elec- 
tion have entrusted their 
city to a young man, 
born in Miami, cultivat- 
ed and nurtured in our 
city’s neighborhoods 
and parks,” he said. 

“Today’s vote is a 
mandate — a mandate for change, and a 
mandate for a new beginning.” 


SEE SUAREZ, 2A 


@ See elections results at a glance, 2A 
@ Miami gets $200 million to quell 
flooding, fund affordable housing, 2A 
@ Races in Homestead, 2A 

@ Miami Beach says no to restricting 
Ocean Drive alcohol sales, 3A 

@ Hialeah mayor wins another term, 3A 
@ Democrats sweep Virginia and 

New Jersey governor’s races, 13A 
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Dan Gelber, winner of the Miami Beach mayor's race with his wife Joan Silverstein and 
his daughters as he addressed supporters on Tuesday evening. 


Priorities for Beach’s new mayor: 
limit city waste, assess Sea-rise plans 


BY JOEY FLECHAS 
jflechas@miamiherald.com 


Dan Gelber, a former state lawmaker 


; and son of former Miami Beach Mayor 


Seymour Gelber, easily 
won election to the 
mayor’s seat Tuesday. 
He handily defeated 
three opponents with 
82 percent of the vote 
in an election that was 
supposed to be more 
competitive. His only 
true competition, form- 
er commissioner Mi- 
chael Grieco, withdrew 


from the election and eventually resigned 
: from office amid a campaign finance scan- 
: dal that led to criminal charges. 


The victory marks Gelber’s return to 


elected office but his first foray into mun- 
icipal politics after serving in the Florida 
Legislature for a decade. 

Gelber, 56, will step onto the pedestal 
being vacated by Mayor Philip Levine, who 
officially launched his run for governor last 
week. Though the mayor’s responsibilities 
are technically limited — the mayor serves 
as chairman of the commission and runs 
government meetings while the city man- 
ager runs the city’s day-to-day operations 
— Gelber will be sworn into a position that 
Levine has purposefully built up into a 
high-profile job. 

Levine was the loud agenda-setter who 
pushed his own public relations and whose 
policy goals projected an authority beyond 
what was afforded by his sole vote on the 
seven-member commission. Expect a style 
change with Gelber, a low-key politician 


SEE GELBER, 3A 


D-SNAP BENEFITS 


Thousands line up in heat to get 
emergency food aid after Irma 


m The Department of Children and 
Families and the USDA opened up a 
second window at Hard Rock Stadium for 
people affected by Hurricane Irma to 
apply for D-SNAP, food stamp benefits. 
Like last time, thousands waited in long 
lines in the hot sun. 


BY ELIZABETH KOH AND ALEX HARRIS 
ekoh@miamiherald.com 


When Maria Diez tried to apply for emer- 
gency food assistance after Hurricane Irma 
last month, long lines and the registration 
site’s unexpected shutdown kept her away. 

So when the Disaster Supplemental Nu- 
trition Assistance Program, or D-SNAP, 
reopened a registration site in Miami Gar- 


dens on Tuesday, the 35-year-old mother 
of two decided she wouldn’t waste her 
second chance. 

She skipped work and roused her 18-year 
old son Eduardo in their Hialeah home at 4 
a.m. In the dark, they drove to Hard Rock 
Stadium where the registration site was to 
open at 7 a.m. But they soon found several 
hundred others had the same idea. 

“The moment we got to this gate, it 
looked like the scene from the ‘Lion King’ 
when Simba was in the middle of the stam- 
pede,” her son said. 

By mid-morning, a line of thousands had 
assembled outside the stadium, as the 
Department of Children and Families be- 
gan to process a second round of applica- 


SEE LINES, 4A 
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Applicants speak to volunteers during the the first day of a three-day emergency food 
stamp distribution at Hard Rock Stadium on Tuesday. 
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MONKEY JUNGLE 
ALLEGATIONS 


Four former animal 
keepers say the attraction 
in South Miami-Dade is 
abusing its primates with 
A poor conditions, 10A 
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about failures to give 


CHURCH SHOOTING 


The Pentagon has known 
for at least two decades 


military criminal history 
information to the FBI, 12A 


WORLD 


TRUMP IN 
SOUTH KOREA 


Eschewing war threats, 
U.S. president reassures 
ally; says North Korea 
situation ‘will all work 
out,’ 13A 
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